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Rainfall data collected at LCRA weather 
station located 2 miles east of Eldorado.

September 20 1.16 in.
August 2.49 in.
July 0.06 in.
June  6.75 in.
May 4.69 in.
April 3.62 in.
March  2.61 in.
February 0.98 in.
January  0.31 in.
2016 Year-to-Date TOTAL 22.67 in.       
2015 28.04 in.
2014  17.10 in. 
2013  21.41 in.      
2012 17.56 in.
2011 06.96 in.
2010 27.19 in.
2009 22.93 in.

Call 853-3125
to subscribe!

Abundant rains both in the 
spring and summer mean that 
area ranchland is covered with 
vegetation. That’s normally 
a good thing. But, on Sunday, 
September 18th, thunderstorms 
swept across Schleicher County 
and cloud-to-ground lightning 
sparked several wildfires which 
feasted on the waist-high grass 
and broom weed.

Assistant Fire Chief T.J. 
Rodriguez estimated on Tuesday 
that the series of fires charred 
some 1,680 acres of pasture land.

The largest group of the fires 
was located about 15 miles north-
northwest of Eldorado. The 
majority of the blaze was located 
on the Case and Sproul ranches.

Other fires were reported 
northeast of town but firefight-
ers were unable to locate them. 
It is believed that heavy rains 
may have doused the flames 
shortly after they were sparked 
by lightning.

A fire on the Mertz Ranch 
about five miles southeast of 
Eldorado threatened a barn but 
was quickly controlled. The 
blaze reignited on Monday after-
noon causing firefighters to be 
called back to the scene.

The big fire however, was the 
one northwest of Eldorado. Fire-
fighters from Eldorado, Sonora, 
Ozona, Mertzon and Christoval 
were joined by units from the 
Texas Forest Service. The fire 
crews were challenged by shift-
ing and swirling winds as well 
as abundant fuel in the pastures. 
The firefighters stayed with the 
blaze into the early morning 

The Eldorado Eagles got their 
first win of the season Friday 
night with a 6-0 win over the 
Miles Bulldogs in a game that 
was called off at halftime after 
heavy storms pushed through 
the area.

The Eagles raced the weather 
to the south end zone where 
Keanu Hernandez took the ball 
on 4th and goal and pounded 
it in from a yard out. The PAT 
failed in the gusting and swirl-
ing wind but it didn’t matter as 
time expired on the first half and 
the two teams headed to the field 
house for the intermission.

Late in the first half it 
appeared that Miles might get 
the first score. The Bulldogs 
drove toward the north end zone 
in Krejci Memorial Stadium as 
lightning danced in the black 
clouds that were rolling south-
ward to meet them.

“Coach Gray is always telling 
the defense to make them snap 
the ball one more time,” Eagles 
Head Coach Bryan Green said 
after the game. “They may have 
a big drive, but if you stop them 
short of the goal line they will 
have to snap it again and you 
never know what might happen.”

What happened in this case 
was a fumbled snap as the Bull-
dogs appeared ready to punch 
the ball into the end zone. Miles 
recovered the fumble but they 
did indeed have to snap the 
ball “one more time” and “you 
never know” actually did hap-
pen when Eagles defensive back 
Will Mynatt stepped in front of 
a screen pass for an intercep-
tion that he returned to near 
midfield.

From there the Eagles offense 
took over and moved the ball into 

Eagles Outrun Looming Storm to Take 6-0 Win in Miles

Eagles defensive back Will Mynatt returns an intercepted pass to mid� eld setting up the Eagles’ game-winning drive in the 
waning minutes of the second quarter of their game with the Miles Bulldogs last Friday night in Miles. The Eagles won the 
weather-shortened contest 6-0 after o�  cials decided to end the game at halftime. A massive thunderstorm rolled across 
Miles just as the two teams went into the � eld house at intermission. After a two hour delay, both sides agreed to end the 
game without scheduling a makeup game and allowing the 6-0 score to stand. RANDY MANKIN | THE ELDORADO SUCCESS 

Miles territory powered by the 
running of Hernandez, Javier 
Garcia and Bernardo Cruz who 
carried the ball for a first down 
inside the Miles 10-yard line.

It took four plays to do it but 
the Eagles found pay dirt on Her-
nandez’s dive from the one.

The game was supposed to 
be Miles’ homecoming game but 
the storm hit just as halftime 
festivities were set to begin. Ulti-
mately, it was the UIL  mandated 

lightning detector that put an 
end to things and sent the bands 
scurrying for shelter. The Eagle 
Band loaded its instruments on 
the bus and headed home.

About 90 minutes later, game 
officials and school officials 
made the decision to end the 
contest. It was also decided that, 
since the game was a non-district 
contest, no makeup game will be 
played.

“I can’t say enough for the 

kids and the effort they put into 
the game,” Eagles head coach 
Bryan Green said after the con-
test. “I felt we played with a lot 
more enthusiasm and we made 
some big plays on defense that 
put us in a position to win.”

The Eagles managed only 98 
all purpose yards in the game as 
opposed to 162 for the Bulldogs. 
But, the big turnover at the 
end of the half proved to be the 

Spectacular Thunderstorms Spark Wildfi res Across County

Multiple lightning strikes crash to the ground as a massive thunderstorm moves south into Schleicher County. This storm, seen here from between Barnhart and 
Big Lake, was responsible for a large grass � re northwest of Eldorado that kept � re crews from Eldorado, Sonora, Ozona, Christoval and Mertzon out most of Sunday 
night and early Monday morning. Units from the Texas Forest Service were also called in to assist. J.L. MANKIN | THE BIG LAKE WILDCAT

hours on Monday.
By midmorning on Monday, 

Jimmy Doyle took his airplane 
up to survey the damage and a 
few of the local firefighters were 
called back out to extinguish 
some hot spots.

J.L. Mankin, editor of The 
Big Lake Wildcat newspaper 

managed to photograph the 
storm that sparked Sunday 
night’s big blaze northwest of 
Eldorado. His photo (above) was 
taken from the west and shows 
starry skies above the storm, 
lots of cloud-to-ground lightning, 
and the moon rising in the east 
beneath the mammoth cloud.

Firefighters were called out 
again on Monday as hot spots 
broke out on the Mertz Ranch 
southeast of town and the Wilson 
Ranch north of town.

The storms that triggered 
the fires brought heavy rains 
to parts of the north end of the 
county, but little rain fell south of 

Eldorado.
With the hot and dry condi-

tions continuing this week, 
and plenty of fuel remaining 
in the pastures, Rodriguez 
reminds everyone that the 
county-wide burn ban remains 
in effect and he asks everyone 
to be vigilant. 

SEE WARBIRDS ON PAGE 4

Schleicher County Medical Center Staff Attends Hot Topics Seminar
ELDORADO — Four 

Schleicher County Medical Cen-
ter employees ended the summer 
with a “Hot Topics” seminar in 
Abilene, Texas, September 14-15.  

Jesse Diaz, maintenance, 
Luz Valero, health information 
manager, and Julie Hight, health 
information assistant, attended 
the conference along with Paul 
Burke, hospital administrator.  
The two-day session, sponsored 
by Preferred Management 
Corporation, featured a series of 
presentations on issues of impor-
tance to medical records and 
maintenance. 

Brian Jackson and Craig 
Carter, two attorneys, and Ran-
dal Wilkerson, a representative 
of the Texas Hospital Insurance 
Exchange, provided health infor-
mation specialists with insight 
into the management of medical 
records in today’s digital world, 
including security and access to 
medical records, record reten-
tion requirements and mainte-
nance of patient privacy.

“Patient privacy is always a 
priority for the hospitals affili-
ated with Preferred,” said Jared 
Chanski, Preferred executive 
vice president, “and is becoming 
a greater concern as we continue 
to expand the use of electronic 
medical records in our clinics 

and hospitals.”  
A speaker from the Infectious 

Disease Control Unit of the Texas 
Department of State Health 
Services, Thi Dang, focused 
on the impact of housekeeping 
and maintenance staff on the 
“environment of care” and the 
prevention of infectious disease 
transmittal.

Marycela Padgett, a speaker 

from the Texas Department of 
Insurance, talked about stan-
dards, testing requirements 
and maintenance for fire doors, 
alarm systems and sprinkler 
systems, as well as disaster 
preparedness and emergency 
generator management.

“Our patients and our com-
munities do not always realize 
the importance of support staff 

in the provision of high quality 
patient care,” noted Andy Free-
man, president of Preferred.  
“Maintenance, housekeeping 
and laundry staff play a critical 
role in keeping our facilities 
safe, clean and comfortable for 
our patients and visitors,” he 
continued. 

Preferred, a Shawnee, Okla-
homa based operator of Critical 

Access Hospitals, operates one 
small community hospital in 
Oklahoma and eight in Texas.  
Included on this list is Schleicher 
County Medical Center, where 
Preferred has provided services 
since 2000.  

Almost 40 staff members 
from nine hospitals affiliated 
with Preferred attended the 
conference.  


